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Go to http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/ 
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www.beatricepublicschools.org  

Cheryl Rabstejnek does most of her work from her office at the Central Administration Building including remoting into teacher’s computers to 

help with problems. She also answers multiple questions over the phone. 

employee of the month 

Rabstejnek named Employee of  the Month 
Cheryl Rabstejnek, data technology 

specialist at the district office, was the 

April employee of the month. 

Cheryl has been with the district for 

more than twenty years and has served in 

multiple roles. She was an elementary 

classroom para before moving to the Ad-

ministration office where she  worked 

with accounts receivable. Currently, she 

works more or less behind the scenes 

serving as a data specialist/tech assistant.  

Whether it is State Reporting, Infinite 

Campus reconfiguration, rostering of 

students for the many different internet 

education applications, fixing cafeteria 

point-of-sale terminals, reconciling staff 

print/copy budgets, repairing chrome 

books or remoting in to a staff member’s 

computer to help them with a problem, 

Cheryl is there for the task, according to 

her nominator. 

She also welcomes the challenge of a 

new project and is willing to help. Many 

staff members would attest to Cheryl’s 

help on a weekend or evening or holiday 

when they have had a grading or other 

Infinite Campus problem. “Her 

knowledge of Infinite Campus has made 

her the “go to” person for not only our 

district but also other Infinite Campus 

districts who contact her for “how do you 

guys do this” type questions,” said her 

nominator. 

Though she seldom has actual class-

room involvement her daily commitment 

to her job is directly responsible for mak-

ing it possible for those who are in the 

classroom to achieve success. 

http://www.beatricepublicschools.org/vcalendar/


hands on learning 

Students learn about farming, gardening 
Planting a garden and attending a “Day 

on the Farm” help to introduce students 

to the world of agriculture. Both involve 

a multitude of hands-on activities. 

BLAST@Paddock Lane students have 

been busy the last month planting vegeta-

bles in their newly built garden. Site su-

pervisor said, “The students just love 

gardening.” The garden will also be used 

during summer school. 

All three BLAST sites have vertical grow 

stations which they have been using 

throughout the school year. Students at 

Lincoln grew microgreens which they ate 

and also took home for their parent to try 

while students at Stoddard did experi-

ments including planting pumpkin seeds 

inside of pumpkins to see if they would 

grow. 

Third grade students from Beatrice and 

other area schools visited the Gage Coun-

ty Fairgrounds for the 2019 Day on the 

Farm event put on by the Gage County 

Agricultural Society and the Nebraska 

Extension on Wednesday. 

The annual event featured hands-on learn-

ing experiences with agriculture, includ-

ing a change to see livestock up close, 

feed a calf and learn where food really 

comes from. Students rotate through dif-

ferent sessions, each taught by local pro-

ducers and others involved with agricul-

ture. 



stake your claim stake your claim 

They first staked their claim with Beatrice Public Schools and are now making a difference every day 

Armstrong gives back to his hometown 
‘Beatrice Public Schools most definitely prepared me for my 

college years at UNL. The three areas I feel BPS best pre-

pared me were in the areas of academics, social life, and ath-

letics.  

My mindset as I left BHS in the spring of 1972 had me excited 

to be a Cornhusker football player and start my choice of 

study, which was Business Administration. 

The teachers, especially in the departments of English, math, 

and the sciences were college prep courses. The teachers I had in those 

courses knew how to have its' graduates prepared for college life and college 

classes. Athletics at BPS also had excellent coaches that not only taught us 

the game we were participating in, but also the competitiveness, sportsman-

ship, pride, and involvement in our school. Those qualities were lifetime so-

cial skills.  

I have wonderful memories in all areas of my time as a student at Beatrice 

Public Schools.’ 
Bill Armstrong 

Bill Armstrong gets ready to helps another customer at Beatrice Concrete Co. 

Board of Education for three years. He 

was also a Teammate for the Teammates 

program for three years. 

His community benefitted from his 

involvement with the Gage County Unit-

ed Way Campaign including serving two 

terms as the Gage County United Way 

Chairman. 

Bill Armstrong served on the Board of 

Directors and currently works as a Cus-

tomer Service Representative for Beatrice 

Concrete but his passion was for service 

to his hometown. After graduating from 

Beatrice High School in 1972 and the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1976 

he returned to Beatrice. 

In 2012-13 he was on the House of Or-

ange Athletic Complex Planning Com-

mittee. He also served two terms as BHS 

Athletic Booster Club president. 

Armstrong was also active in providing 

opportunities for young athletes including 

being a youth sports coach in soccer, bas-

ketball, and softball. This included taking 

teams to the Cornhusker State Games. He 

was instrumental in founding the YMCA 

youth soccer program and served as the 

coordinator from 1994 to 1997 when it 

grew to include 550 participants. He 

served on the YMCA Board of Directors 

from 1995 to 1997. His interest in devel-

oping youth soccer continued as he 

served on the Nitro Soccer Club Board of 

Directors.  He was also active in youth 

baseball serving on the YRI Board of 

Directors from 1997-98. 

Young people benefitted from his ser-

vice as president of the St. Paul Lutheran 

During this past school year he present-

ed programs to students in the after-

school program including teaching them 

how to make concrete and explaining 

how a concrete truck works. 

Armstrong was recently named to the 

Beatrice Educational Foundation’s Hall 

of Fame. 

Bill Armstrong, class of 1972 

Beatrice Public Schools All-Stars 
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Upcoming Meetings 

June 10,  7 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting 

Technology assistant Cheryl Rab-

stejnek was recognized as the April Em-

ployee of the Month. She received a 

plaque and $50 in Chamber Bucks. 

 

Student Recognition 
Paddock Lane Principal Betty Rep-

logle introduced the fifth grade Reading 

Classics Team. The team placed second 

at state. The team consisted of Madyson 

McAtee, Grayson Cline, Brynn Morris-

sey and Natalie Parde. Fifth grade 

teacher Amy Breeden was the coach. 

Student Update 
Student Board member Hannah Rinne 

said auditions for cheer, dance and choir 

have all been held. She said the Hope 

Squad that was instigated at the high 

school and recently participated in Hope 

Week which included a presentation by 

Ralston Superintendent, Dr. Mark Ad-

ler, which was very emotional. Last 

week, students competed at the state 

FBLA convention with Evan Witulski, 

Chase Barber and Whitney Schwisow 

qualifying for the National Competition. 

Rinne said students have prepared and 

are ready for the district music contest 

on Friday at Norris. 

Committee of the Whole 
Vice-President Doris Martin said the 

Committee of the Whole met on March 28 

and the following topics were discussed:  

an English/Language Arts curriculum 

review by Dr. Jackie Nielsen; the Mon-

santo grant by Dr. Joan Christen; an ex-

planation of the e-rate option by Technol-

ogy Coordinator Dave Koch; and an ex-

planation of AR-5225 graduation dress 

code by high school principal Jason Sut-

ter. Senior Laney Baumfalk addressed the 

Board during public forum on her desire 

to wear a shawl signifying her tribal mem-

bership. 

School Community & Staff 

Relations Committee 
Board member Janet Byars said the 

committee met on March 22 at Stoddard 

Elementary. Board members Erin Chad-

wick and Byars were present. Behavioral 

problems and class sizes in lower elemen-

tary, kindergarten class sizes, third grade 

reading proficiency requirements, the 

desire for an administrator in each ele-

mentary building, community clean up 

day and the benefits of grade level build-

ings were discussed. 

Action  
Approval was given to the updated 

2019-2020 school calendar. Alexander 

said the revised calendar was amended 

to reflect that preschool will begin on 

Thursday, Aug. 15. 

Approval was also given to accepting 

the e-rate funding for technology up-

grades consisting of WIFI access 

points, switches, and rack & amp, and 

stand by power. 

In addition, approval was given to the 

cash rent farm lease with Ethan Wright 

for all of the alfalfa ground north and 

west of the House of Orange stadium. 

The hiring of Andrew Haake as the 

middle school assistant principal was 

also approved. 

Approval was given to the following 

budget and staffing reductions for the 

2019-20 school year:  

• Leave compass at ESU 5 

• Revise Orchestra Contract and Sal-

ary 

• Not fill Special Education teacher 

at the high school 

• Not fill/reduce two certified posi-

tions  

• Reduce energy management posi-

tion 

• Reduce two elementary sections for 

the 2019-20 school year. 

Administrator’s Report 
Betty Replogle, Paddock Lane princi-

pal, said that approximately 350 ele-

mentary students helped city workers 

clean the Scott Street ball fields. She 

said it was a wonderful opportunity for 

students to stake their claim in the com-

munity. 

She also told the board about the up-

coming Walk the Track event on May 

13 at the House of Orange. All money 

raised will go to Special Olympics. 

Superintendent’s Report 
Alexander provided a quick recap on 

the national school board convention 

and the sessions he attended. He ex-

pressed appreciation to staff and stu-

dents for their work to make a differ-

ence in the community through the re-

cent clean up day and stuff the trailer 

project. 

Next Meetings 
The Committee of the Whole meeting 

will be May 23 at the Central Admin-

istration Building. 

The next board meeting will be on 

June 10 at 7 p.m. at the Central Admin-

istration Building.  

Board approves  reductions for next year 

May 23,  6 p.m. 

Committee of the Whole  Meeting 


